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New Mexico is blessed with some of the most pristine landscapes in America—a  
beautiful land that supports and sustains us. Since 1994, the Santa Fe Conservation 
Trust (SFCT) has been on a mission to protect these disappearing natural areas. 

The faith that our supporters place in their local land trust continues to reap 
wonderful rewards. Despite challenging economic times, in 2009 SFCT helped to 
secure the land, trails and star–filled skies everyone loves by: 

•  teaming up with eight new landowner partners to add more than 2000 new 
acres to our protected lands in the Galisteo Basin, the Upper Pecos Watershed, 
and along the Rio Los Pinos;  

•  making Santa Fe’s trails safer and stronger by repairing dozens of erosion  
and safety problems along the 30–mile Dale Ball Trail System;

•  rolling back light pollution by reaching hundreds of local residents with  
messages about star-friendly lighting solutions; and

•  advancing conservation for the small-scale organic farms critical to our  
local food security.

As our story unfolds in the coming pages, you’ll see that SFCT is more productive 
than ever. And, why we remain committed to preserving the places that matter to 
all New Mexicans.

Rici Peterson
Executive Director

Preserving Your World Is Our Nature
As a founding partner of the 
Santa Fe Conservation Trust,  
I’m proud of the ways this 
organization serves our 
community, for New Mexico’s 
ultimate value lies in what  
we are able to protect for  
future generations.    	

                            Stewart Udall 
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For more information about our voluntary land protection program, visit www.sfct.org.

New Mexico’s stunning, untouched landscapes—the life–supporting lands
essential for healthy wildlife, clean air, pure water, and food–producing 
soils—are rapidly disappearing. SFCT is helping to create a network of 
natural, open lands in and around our communities, forever protected
for all living creatures.

By providing landowners with tools to place their lands into voluntary 
conservation status, we added eight properties totaling 2,027 acres to our 
portfolio in 2009. We now oversee protection of more than 33,000 acres 
in northern New Mexico.

We’re also partnering with the Santa Fe Farmer’s Market, the 
Permaculture Credit Union, and other non–profits to ensure our work 
reaches across socioeconomic and cultural groups. Together, we’re
making conservation affordable for small–scale farmers—the people who 
provide the locally grown, organic foods vital to our region’s food security.
 

We Save Land
Along with our landowner partners 
the Kellys, our families have been 
enjoying this special place for over 
30 years—the land, the river, 
the wildlife and the real sense of 
its uniqueness. Coming together 
with the Santa Fe Conservation 
Trust has made it possible to do 
what we have always wanted: to 
ensure that this land will remain 
just as it is, in perpetuity. We are 
grateful that the Trust and its 
dedicated staff have made possible 
a wonderful convergence of our 
interests with the public interests 
of New Mexico’s people.	                                   	
					   
	         Harlan & Chris Flint, 
   Landowners along Los Pinos River
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We Preserve Trails
Trails provide healthy exercise, connect us with nature, boost tourism 
economies, and enhance quality of life for all. SFCT envisions a system 
of well-built, well-maintained trails connecting New Mexico’s people, 
neighborhoods, and communities. 

As part of the Trails Alliance of Santa Fe—a three–way partnership 
between SFCT and the City and County of Santa Fe—we coordinate 
volunteers to help create and maintain the beautiful trails used by 
hundreds of thousands of residents and visitors each year.

Given the frustration I feel at so much going on in the world today, it feels 
especially good to be part of the Trails Alliance team. Working with my fellow 
volunteers and sharing our tools and our experience, we’re creating a safe path 
for others to follow, and doing our part to help heal the Earth. 
			 
			       	           Nancy King, author and trails volunteer

For more information about the SFCT Trails Program, including the Trails Alliance of Santa Fe volunteer team, visit www.sfct.org.

I love the Dale Ball Trails. They’re 
a wonderful gift to the people 
of Santa Fe, and I want to help 
preserve them to be used and loved 
by generations to come. Being 
a team leader with the Trails 
Alliance is so much fun. We work 
hard and enjoy one another’s 
company, with the satisfaction of 
knowing our work means these 
trails will endure longer.	  

              Judy Costlow, retired health  
             educator and trails volunteer
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Thank you, SFCT, for the wonderful night on the “Evening Star Train” !
I loved being on a train filled with people dedicated to conserving our open 
space. I loved that the Trust helped to create the Rail Trail along its route,  
and that the train was stopping in the grand and beautiful Galisteo Basin 
Preserve (another phenomenal place protected by the Trust). But most of all  
I loved looking up into the dark night sky and realizing that you do not just  
stop at protecting mama earth beneath our feet, but you also work to preserve  
our views of the starry heavens above.

For each of these generous gifts I am deeply grateful and send you all blessings.

						                Suby Bowden, architect

We Promise the Stars
Light pollution is stealing the stars, in the process eroding our natural 
heritage and threatening the health of all creatures. SFCT is helping  
to restore the magical, starry night skies for which New Mexico was 
once famous. 

Our Evening Star Events reach hundreds of supporters with 
illuminating messages about simple steps to help reduce light pollution 
and preserve our oldest natural wonder. Together we can brighten the 
future by restoring the dark to our state’s wondrous night skies.

We enjoyed your star party in 
the Galisteo Basin very much, 
including the beautiful view of  
the Milky Way, which was very 
much a part of our childhood 
in West Texas. Now we can’t  
see it from our house because  
of light pollution. 

Later that week, we noticed that 
our landscaper had installed  
three garden lights that, though 
low wattage, still threw glare 
directly up into the sky. Recalling 
your astronomer’s message that 
Santa Fe is losing its night sky 
“one light at a time,” it was easy 
to make a decision to remove 
them. With luck, others will do the 
same and we’ll gradually conquer 
light pollution. Thank you for 
a memorable evening—and 
for all you do for New Mexico’s 
magnificent night skies. 
	    
 	  Larry and Lauren Prescott,  
	               Santa Fe residents 	
 	        

For more information about SFCT’s Starry Skies Program, including upcoming Star Party Events, visit www.sfct.org.
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Board of Directors

Margaret Alexander
Andy Ault
Elizabeth Baxter
Janie Bingham
Connie Bright 
Peter Chapin, Secretary 
Jill Cooper
Bill Cowles 
David Henderson 
Jim Jenkins 
Jim Leonard 
Bob Pierce, Treasurer 
Tom Simons, Vice Chair 
Terry Smith, Chair 
Colin Waldon 

EMERITUS

Stewart Udall

Advisory Board

Craig Barnes
Christopher Larsen

Staff

Rici Peterson, Executive Director
Charlie O’Leary, Conservation Coordinator
Melissa Houser, Office Manager/Executive Assistant
Susan Spinell, Trails Coordinator

On a lean operating budget, SFCT performs huge accomplishments. Our small, 
dedicated staff is operationally efficient. Even in a struggling economy, we’re 
stable, strong, and more productive than ever.

With a 2009 operating budget of only $342,000, we were able to help protect 
eight new properties and 2,027 acres; repair Santa Fe’s aging, well-loved trail 
systems; reduce light pollution; and advance conservation for small-scale 
organic farms.

There’s much more on the horizon at SFCT. Your generous support will allow 
us to continue giving back to nature what New Mexico has been so blessed to 
receive. Let’s keep on protecting the land beneath our feet… the starry skies 
above… and the trails that connect our communities.

We Work Natural and Financial Wonders

INCOME SOURCE
2009 Operating Budget $324,000

10%
Grants

26%
Program-

related Income

64%
Individual donations 

INCOME SOURCES

2009 Operating Budget $324,000

Audited financial statements available on request.



Foundation, Partner,  
& Business Support
Academy for the Love of Learning
Extra Space Storage
REI
BBA Foresight II, LLC
Santa Fe Garden Club
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Larsen Fund
Swimming Hole, LLC
Los Rios River Runners
Ark Foundation
Collected Works Bookstore
Taos Land Trust
New Mexico Tax Credit Alliance
The Galisteo Community Association
Harry’s Roadhouse
Millstream Fund
Jane Terry Financial Associates
Glorieta Geoscience, Inc
Austin Community Foundation
Brindle Foundation
McCune Charitable Foundation
Lannan Foundation
Pecos Canyon Sixteen
Hand Graphics Frame Shop
New Mexico Land Conservancy
Rassmuson Design
Wells Fargo Bank

Individual Support
Margaret & David Alexander
Sumiko Ito & Donald Allison 
Charmay Allred
Jonathan Altman
Phoebe Girard & David Anderson 
Carol Anthony
Su Anne Armstrong & Ted A. Hopkins
Julie & Bill Ashbey
Kitty & Andy Ault
Joan Brooks Baker
Alan Ball
Sylvia & Dale Ball
Judith Bright Barnett
Kelly & Dallas Barnett
Jefferson Baum
Elizabeth & John Baxter
Kim & Jan Bear

Marsha Belonsky
Lisa & Gregg Bemis 
Sonya & Adam Berg
Susan & Jerome Bernstein
Janie & George Bingham
Elspeth Bobbs
Deborah Boldt
Bolene Charitable Trust
James Bradbury
Toby & alph Bransky
Connie & Bob Bright
Jana & Chris Bright
Patrick & Allison Bright
Peter Brill
Lisa & Tom Brimacombe
Cindy & Murray Brott
Annie & Bill Brown
Norma & Harold Brown
William Broyles
Peter Bryant
Sandy Buffett
Michaela Buhler
Hannah & David Burling
Sandra Burnett
David Gamble & Jane Burns
Leslie & Brad Burnside
Lisa & David Caldwell
Margret Carde
Henry Carey
Revell Carr
Paul Friesen & Mary-Ray Cate
Laurie Archer & John Catron 
Barbara Chamberlin
Honey & Peter Chapin
Katherin & David Chase
Wendy Chase
Beverly & Don Clark
Ed Clark
Tukey Cleveland
Jonathan Compton
Genevieve Coonley
Jill Cooper & Senator Tom Udall 
Bill Cowles
Jim & Carol Crain
Kim Crawford
Jeff & Jennifer Croy
Jennie Crystle & Chris Johnson
Margo Cutler 
Nancy Dahl

Deon Hilger & Jerry Delaney 
Lisl & Landt Dennis
Jan Denton & John Andrews 
Fred L. Doelker
Susanne & Cornelius Dooley
Piper Leigh & Brian Drypolcher
Brooke Dulaney
Sandra Durrie & J. Nicoll
Gayle Maxon-Edgerton & Phil Edgerton
Mary Anne & Gregory Edwards 
Pam & Kevin Egan
Susan & Ethan Epstein
Doris Francis-Erhard & Louis Erhard
Gail Factor
Madelyn & George Farris
Ellyn Feldman & Robert
Patricia Ferguson
Polly & L.Boyd Finch
Viola Fisher
Sandra & James Fitzpatrick
Ronda Fleck & Tim Lopez
Christine & Harlan Flint
Allen Fowler
Pat & Michael French
Jennifer Brennan French & Roberts French
Elizabeth Fuller
Laura & Phil Garcia
Marthanne Dorminy & Stewart Gardner 
Anita & Joe Ginocchio
Alexis & Marshall Girard
Kelli & Robert Glazier
Dale & Kenny Goering 
Carol Graebner
Kay & Bud Grant
Kristi Gray
Mary Lee Greenfield
Cynthia Grenfell
Karin Griscom & Brian Boyd
Cathy & Guy Gronquist
Nan Newton & Dave Grusin
Gretchen Ballard Guard
Marcellin Simard & Will Halm
Michael Harris
Linda Spackman & Ted Harrison
Susan Harrison Kelly
Kay Harvey
Karen Beall & Dale Haworth
Barbara Hays
Raymond Heidemann

John Heller & Emilie Heller-Rhys
Juliana & David Henderson
John Hendricksen
Susan Herter
Elspeth Hilbert
Kathy & Brad Holian
Gloria Holloway
Thomas Holmes
Josephine & Donald Houser
Bill & Kathy Howard
Mimi Hubby
Clare Rhoades & Richard Hughes
Elizabeth Hunke & Stephen Ross
Marilyn & Richard Hyde
Joyce Idema
Valerie Ingram
Kathleen Sullivan & Jack Jackson
Donna & Gerald Jacobi
Ariel Harrison & Jan-Willem Jansens
Elaine Jenkins
Ann & Jim Jenkins
Terri Jerry
Carlyn & Tom Jervis
Anne Johnson
Denise & Bill Johnson
Frederica Johnson
Susan Kammerer
Peter Kates
Conci Bokum & Frank Katz
Paul & Lisa Kaufman
Asenath Kepler & Ed Mazria
Suzanne Troje & Scott Ki
Candy & Tom Knudson
Alfred Koelle
Jeannie Kokes
Peggy Kratka & Les Dinsdale
Leslie LaKind
Jim Leonard & Story Reed Leonard 
Virginia & Maurice Lierz
Lucy Lippard
Miranda Viscoli & Steve Lipscomb 
Mary & Kent Little
Joy & Ron Mandelbaum
Marilyn & Gayle E. Manges
Michael Maremont
Nina Mastrangelo & Jerry Wellman
Dominique Mazeaud & Richard Miller
Molly & Duncan McBranch
Christine Cassel & Michael McCally

Laura & Patrick McCarthy
Mimi & Michael McGarrity
Virginia McGinn & Tim Woodford
Susan McGreevy
Howard McKee, Jr.
Kirby Kendrick & Robert McLeod
Mary Lynn & Vic McNallie
Kristen Sieman & Sam Medford
Barbara Meem
Doris Meyer & Richard Hertz
Elisabeth A. Lequin & Bruce Miller
Linda Applewhite & Marshall Miller
Marj & Bob Mizerak
Lara & Ben Morrow
Joan Myers & Bernie Lopez
Melissa Epple & Dwight Nibbelink
Susan Conway Oliphan& t Pat Oliphant
Linda Osborne
Suzanne & John Otter
Diana Pacheco
Drake Mountain Maps, Inc.
Mike & Eleanor Peters
Rici Peterson
Marie & Roger Peterson
Pam & Robert Pierce
Arlene B. Post
Willow & Robert Powers
Mary Jo & Doyle Preheim
Lauren & Larry Prescott
Fran & George Ramsey
Singleton Rankin
Melanie & Edward Ranney
Lois & Bud Redding
Mary Redmond
Ellen Bradbury Reid & Edward Reid
Claudia Jessup & Jon Richards
Judy Richardson
Caroline Robertson
The Buscher-Robinson family 
Connie & Steve Robinson
Betsy & Ted Rogers
Betsy & Daniel Ronel
Patricia Rosenberg
Pamela Roy & Mark Winne
Nancy & Ed Rubovits
Bobbie & William Rugg
Abigail Ryan
Louisa Sarofim 
Saville Ryan Marsh & Charles Marsh

Ira Schildkraut
Claire & Jon Schneider
Merry & John Schroeder
Nan Schwanfelder
Noreen & Michael Scofield
Sara Scott
Marsha & Carson See 
Julie & Holland Shepherd
Eve & Fred Simon
Susan & Tom Simons
Philip Smith
Susan Munroe & Terry Smith
Lois & Marty Snyderman
Robin Sommers
Valera & Joseph Sovcik
Susan Spinell & David Ehrman
Diana & John Stege
Penelope Hunter-Stiebel & Gerald Stiebel
Patty & Bob Stone
Kim Straus
Sally Strong
William Swift
Dyanna Taylor & Gary Dryzmala
Judy & Tom Thomas
Tracy Juechter & Bruce Throne
Kathryn Tijerina
Amy & Steve Tremper
Kathleen Euston & David Tundermann
Don Van Soelen
Gary Vick
Helen Wagner
Mary Wahl
Firth & Colin Waldon
Karen Walker
Pamela Walker
Alexandra & Mike Ward
Bob Ward
Sydney Bright Warren
Pennington Way III
Jane & Otto Wetzel
Eunice & Stephen Williams
Mary Lou & Mike Williams
Mary Winter & Elliot Eisner
Nancy Wirth
Nancy & Chris Wood
Katy Yanda
John & Debbie Yoeckel
Daniel Yohalem & Jane Bloom Yohalem
James Ziegler & Steve Sugarman

We make every effort to ensure our list of recent donors is up to date. If we’ve missed you 
please contact us so that we may correct our error. As always, thank you for your support.

7. Teresa Wilson
8. Peter Lipscomb/Flynn Haase/NOAO/AURA/NSF

5. Don Usner
6. Mitch Tillison

3. Billy Johnson 
4. Joan Brooks Baker

 1. Edward Schepps
2. Don Usner

Thank you for  
your photographs.
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