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“Creative Trail Alignments”

• Arroyos
• Acequias
• Rivers (and Lakes)
• Rail Lines (Active and Abandoned)
• Utility Lines
• Property Lines
• NOT Roads (per se)
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Rail-to-Trail

Salida CO
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Rail-with-Trail

Santa Fe NM
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Benefits of Rail Trails

• Transportation
• Recreation
• Economic Development
• Preservation
• Restoration
• Interpretation
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Other Uses of Abandoned
Rail Lines in Santa Fe

• Driveways
• Roads
• Other Motorized Use: “Jumps”
• Shooting Gallery

• No Use: Forgotten
• No Use: Gone
• Mis-Interpretation
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Historic Rails 
and Rail Trails 
in New Mexico

Preserved/Restored Railway
Existing Rail-with-Trail
Proposed Rail-with-Trail
Existing Rail-to-Trail
Proposed Rail-to-Trail
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Cloud-Climbing Rail Trail, Cloudcroft NM
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Historic Rails and Trails
in Southern New Mexico

• Lynn Melton, Volunteer, New 
Mexico Rails-to-Trails Association

• Mark Gutzman, Historic 
Archaeologist, Lincoln National 
Forest
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Historic Rails and Trails
in Northern New Mexico

• Tim Rogers, Trails Program Manager, 
Santa Fe Conservation Trust

• Emma Green, Healthy Kids / Colfax 
County



Historic Rails and Trails

Background: Selected Trail Planning 
Activities for Santa Fe

• Metropolitan Bicycle Master Plan 
(adopted 2012)

• Re-Mike (Summer 2012)
• GUSTO (Grand Unified Santa Fe 

Trails Org.) (2014- pres.)
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“Specific objectives under GUSTO 
include… development of trails 
following historic routes to the 

extent practicable as non-
motorized retracement trails.”

- GUSTO Partnership Agreement
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Santa Fe’s National Historic Route
• Route 66 (1926-37)

Santa Fe’s National Historic Trails

• El Camino Real
• Old Spanish Trail
• Santa Fe Trail
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Abandoned Rail Lines
in and around Santa Fe

• Denver and Rio Grande Western, Santa Fe 
Branch (“Chili Line”)

• New Mexico Central Railroad (“Pinto Line”)
• Bruns General Hospital Line
• Abandoned Segments of the AT&SF/Santa Fe 

Southern RR (a/k/a “Lamy Spur”)
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Existing Rail Trails in Santa Fe
• Santa Fe Rail Trail (Rail-with-Trail) (AT&SF)
• Railyard Park Railway Gardens Trail (NMCRR)
• Acequia Trail (& Underpass) (NMCRR)
• Acequia Trail Spur to Flagman Way  (NMCRR)
• Rancho Viejo, College Heights Trail (NMCRR)
• Rancho Viejo, District Trail (NMCRR)
• Camino Real Trail / Chili Line Section (D&RG)
• Chili Line along Rio Grande in SFNF (D&RG)

• Informal Rail Trails
– Bruns General Hospital Line
– Chili Line near La Tierra Trails 



Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP
January 2012

Other Abandoned Railways

Active RR Line

La 
Tierra
Trails

ATV/MX 
Park

Santa Fe County
Tres Arroyos
Planning Area

“Pipeline Rd.”
Trail Easement

“The Chili Line:”
Denver & Rio Grande Western RR:
Narrow Gauge, Active 1887‐1941

Photo courtesy of 
http://ngchililine.org 

Chili Line Trail 
Improvements

Proposed by SFNF
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Remembering Abandoned Rail Lines: 
Interpretation

• Chili Line
– Buckman Rd.
– Sanbusco Center photos; Tomasita’s Restaurant
– Railyard Park

• NMCRR
– Rancho Viejo District Trail, Richards Ave. Trailhead
– Sanbusco Center photos

• Brunn Army Hospital Line
– ?



Historic Rails and TrailsChili Line Railbed: Well-Used Informal Trail
North of Frijoles Arroyo, just west of La Tierra Trails
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Plan for El Camino Real Trail
(Courtesy of Scott Belonger,
Loris and Associates)
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Chili Line Railbed: Now part of Camino Real Trail, near Buckman Rd.



Historic Rails and TrailsChili Line Railbed in La Tierra Trails
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View of Chili Line Looking North, by M Wagoner
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View of La Tierra Trails with Chili Line, by M Wagoner
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La Tierra
Trails

Chili Line
Visit historic RR site

then hike or bike
more Chili Line!

Sun., Sept. 1,
2019

meet at 4:30 pm
at La Tierra Trails’

Buckman
Motocross Track
La Mirada St., off NM599

Relief Route (near La T Junction 22)

Supported by City of Santa Fe 
and Santa Fe Conservation Trust 
For more info., contact Tim Rogers at

(505) 989-7019 or tim@sfct.org

This activity follows
Rail Trail Discussion Panel

at El Museo, 1-3 pm

photo courtesy of http://ngchililine.org 

nmrailroadhistory.com

mailto:tim@sfct.org
http://www.nmrailroadhistory.com/
http://www.nmrailroadhistory.com/
http://www.nmrailroadhistory.com/
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View of a future La Tierra Trails / Chili Line Trail, by M Wagoner



Historic Rails and Trails

New Mexico Central Railroad
1903-1926

Photos and captions from
Myrick, David F.  New Mexico’s Railroads: 
An Historical Survey.  Colorado Railroad 

Historical Foundation, Inc., 1970 (revised 
1990)
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Other Abandoned Railways

Active RR Lines

New Mexico 
Central Railroad:
Standard Gauge

Active 1903-1926*
(Santa Fe – Kennedy Section

Abandoned in 1929)

*Operated as Santa Fe Central RR, 
1903-1908

Railyard Pk / Railway Grdns Trl

Acequia Trail

Rancho Viejo
“District Trail”

Trail to W. Railyard / 
Flagman Way

Trail to College Heights 
Cul de Sac

“KENNEDY”

= 5 Built Sections
of multi-use trail

GALISTEO
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Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012

City of Santa Fe’s “Acequia Trail”:
N.M. Central R.R.
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Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012Rancho Viejo’s “District Trail”

N.M. Central R.R.
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Pasó por acá…

New Mexico
Central
Railroad

1903 –
1926

For more
information, come to
RE-MIKE Event

St. Michael’s Village West
Fri., Sept. 21 –
Sun. Sept. 23

www.remikeable.com
…ran here,
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…ran here,

Pasó por acá…

New Mexico
Central
Railroad

1903 –
1926

For more
information, come to
RE-MIKE Event

St. Michael’s Village West
Fri., Sept. 21 –
Sun. Sept. 23

www.remikeable.com
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…ran here, c. 1942-46

Pasó por acá…

Bruns Army
Hospital
Rail Line

For more information, come to
RE-MIKE Event

St. Michael’s Village West
Fri., Sept. 21 – Sun. Sept. 23

www.remikeable.com

1951 Aerial Courtesy of City of Santa Fe Geographic Information Systems Unit



http://www.remikeable.com/
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Rail Trail and Bruns Army Hospital Line
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Join the . . .

Rail
History
Cruise

A Slow Bike Ride
for the

New Mexico
Railroad History

Celebration
nmrailroadhistory.com

Mon., Sept. 2,
2019

10 am - noon

Supported by City of Santa Fe and 
Santa Fe Conservation Trust 

For more info., contact Tim Rogers at
(505) 989-7019 or tim@sfct.org

Meet at El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe
555 Camino de la Familia

For info. on Rails-to-Trails presentation at El Museo & Chili Line outing at La Tierra Trails on Sept. 1, see www.sfct.org

http://www.nmrailroadhistory.com/
mailto:tim@sfct.org
http://www.nmrailroadhistory.com/
http://www.nmrailroadhistory.com/
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Gallinas River Trail,
Las Vegas NM:
AT&SF Hot Springs Branch
(to Montezuma)



Historic Rails and TrailsCinder Rd. and new extension of 
Gallinas River Trail, Las Vegas NM:
AT&SF Hot Springs Branch



Historic Rails and TrailsFive miles to Montezuma NM:
Future Rail History Cruise?
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How are historic rail lines 
remembered?

• Keep the train running
• Maintain / rebuild
• Protect
• Provide Interpretation
• Re-purpose as trail
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NMCRR rail bed, 
s. of Rabbit Rd.
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Raton NM:
Existing and Future Rail Trails along 

the Santa Fe, Raton and Eastern 
Railroad
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From “Historic Trail Maps of the Raton 
and Springer 30' X 60' Quadrangles, 
New Mexico and Colorado,” by Glenn 
R. Scott, citing Swain and Myrick.

SFR&DM 1907-1915?,
SFR&E 1914-15

Key:
SFR&E Santa Fe, Raton and Eastern Railroad

(sold to RM&SF) 1906-1924
RM&SF Rocky Mountain and Santa Fe Railway 

(leased to AT&SF for most of this time) 
1915-1942

SFR&DM Santa Fe, Raton and Des Moines Railroad 
1907-1912? (unused after 1912)
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Memorial Roundhouse Park, Raton NM
Santa Fe, Raton & Eastern RR, 1906-24

Rocky Mountain & Santa Fe Railway 1924-42
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Raton Railyard – Ruins of Roundhouse
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Model of Raton Railyard
City of Raton Museum
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Sugarite State Park: Lake Alice Trail
Santa Fe, Raton and Eastern Railroad, 1905-1911
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Sugarite State Park, South of Visitor’s Center
Santa Fe, Raton & Eastern RR, 1906-24
Rocky Mountain & Santa Fe Railway 1924-42
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Thank you!

Also thanks to…
• Keith Wilson, Santa Fe MPO
• Jim Gallegos, City of Santa Fe GIS Unit
• Fred Friedman, Railroad Historian, NMCRR Buff
• Shannon Murphy, RE-MIKE
• LaFarge Public Library
• Charlie O’Leary, Santa Fe Cons. Trust
• Sarah Noss, Santa Fe Conservation Trust

Tim Rogers
Santa Fe Conservation Trust

tim@sfct.org

mailto:tim@sfct.org
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