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“Creative Trail Alignments”

• Arroyos
• Acequias
• Rivers (and Lakes)
• Rail Lines (Active and Abandoned)
• Utility Lines
• Property Lines
• NOT Roads (per se)



Rail-to-Trail

Salida CO



Rail-with-Trail

Madison WI



Cloud-Climbing Rail Trail, Cloudcroft NM





Rail Trails in Santa Fe

• Transportation
• Recreation
• Preservation
• Restoration
• Interpretation



Other Uses of Abandoned
Rail Lines in Santa Fe

• Driveways
• Roads
• Other Motorized Use: “Jumps”
• Shooting Gallery

• No Use: Forgotten
• No Use: Gone
• Mis-Interpretation



Cloud-Climbing Rail Trail, Cloudcroft NM



Background: Selected Trail Planning 
Activities for Santa Fe

• Metropolitan Bicycle Master Plan 
(adopted 2012)

• Re-Mike (Summer 2012)
• Grand Unified Trail System (2014 

and on)





Santa Fe’s National Historic Trails

• El Camino Real
• Old Spanish Trail
• Santa Fe Trail





Railyard Park



Rio Grande Ave.







Abandoned Rail Lines
in and around Santa Fe

• Denver and Rio Grande Western, Santa Fe 
Branch (“Chili Line”)

• New Mexico Central Railroad (“Frijoles Line”)
• Bruns Army Hospital Line
• Abandoned Segments of the AT&SF/Santa Fe 

Southern RR (a/k/a “Lamy Spur”)





Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP
January 2012

Other Abandoned Railways

Active RR Line

La 
Tierra
Trails

ATV/MX 
Park

Santa Fe County
Tres Arroyos
Planning Area

“Pipeline Rd.”
Trail Easement

“The Chili Line:”
Denver & Rio Grande Western RR:
Narrow Gauge, Active 1887‐1941

Photo courtesy of 
http://ngchililine.org 

Chili Line Trail 
Improvements

Proposed by SFNF



Remembering Abandoned Rail Lines: 
Interpretation

• Chili Line
– Buckman Rd.
– Sanbusco Center photos; Tomasita’s Restaurant
– Railyard Park

• NMCRR
– Rancho Viejo District Trail, Richards Ave. Trailhead
– Sanbusco Center photos

• Bruns Army Hospital Line
– ?



Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012

Other Abandoned Railways

Active RR Lines

New Mexico 
Central Railroad:
Standard Gauge

Active 1903-1926*
(Santa Fe – Kennedy Section

Abandoned in 1929)

*Operated as Santa Fe Central RR, 
1903-1908

Railyard Park Rail Trail

Acequia Trail

Rancho Viejo
“District Trail”

Trail to W. Railyard / 
Flagman Way

Trail to College Heights 
Cul de Sac

“KENNEDY”

= 5 Built Sections
of multi-use trail

GALISTEO





New Mexico Central Railroad
1903-1926

Photos and captions from
Myrick, David F.  New Mexico’s Railroads: 
An Historical Survey.  Colorado Railroad 

Historical Foundation, Inc., 1970 (revised 
1990)

Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012









Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012

Abandoned N.M. Central Railbed, south of Arroyo Hondo (view from Oshara)





Pasó por acá…

New Mexico
Central
Railroad

1903 –
1926

For more
information, come to
RE-MIKE Event

St. Michael’s Village West
Fri., Sept. 21 –
Sun. Sept. 23

www.remikeable.com
…ran here,



…ran here,

Pasó por acá…

New Mexico
Central
Railroad

1903 –
1926

For more
information, come to
RE-MIKE Event

St. Michael’s Village West
Fri., Sept. 21 –
Sun. Sept. 23

www.remikeable.com



…ran here, c. 1942-46

Pasó por acá…

Bruns Army
Hospital
Rail Line

For more information, come to
RE-MIKE Event

St. Michael’s Village West
Fri., Sept. 21 – Sun. Sept. 23

www.remikeable.com

1951 Aerial Courtesy of City of Santa Fe Geographic Information Systems Unit



http://www.remikeable.com/


Rail Trail and Bruns Army Hospital Line



Bruns Army Hospital Line at Fifth St.



NMCRR north of St. Michael’s Dr.



NMCRR rail bed, 
s. of Rabbit Rd.



Chili Line Railbed: Motocross Track within La Tierra Trails
Frijoles Arroyo and NM599 in background

Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012





How are historic rail lines 
remembered?

• Keep the train running
• Maintain / rebuild
• Protect
• Provide Interpretation
• Re-purpose as trail



Cumbres & Toltec Scenic R.R. (D&RGWRR)



Santa Fe Southern Railway



Abandoned Santa Fe Southern (left), Railrunner (right)



Existing Rail Trails in Santa Fe

• Santa Fe Rail Trail (Rail-with-Trail)
• Acequia Trail (& Future Underpass)
• Acequia Trail Spur to Flagman Way 
• Railyard Park “Chili Line” Trail
• Rancho Viejo “District Trail”
• Informal Rail Trails

– Bruns Army Hospital Line
– Chili Line



Santa Fe Rail Trail (City section)



Santa Fe Rail Trail (City section)



Santa Fe Rail Trail (County section)



Acequia Trail (NMCRR)



Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012

City of Santa Fe’s “Acequia Trail”:
N.M. Central R.R.



Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012

New Mexico Central RR:
Paved Trails along 

Abandoned Railbed
in Rancho Viejo



Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012Rancho Viejo’s “District Trail”

N.M. Central R.R.



Chili Line Railbed: Well-Used Informal Trail
North of Frijoles Arroyo, just west of La Tierra Trails

Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012



Preserving and Remembering 
Abandoned Rail Lines:

The Future of Rail Trails in Santa Fe

• NMCRR
– N. of I-25
– S. of I-25
– Rancho Viejo to Eldorado and Beyond

• Chili Line
– La Tierra Trails “West”
– Camino Real Retracement Trail
– USFS/BLM Caja del Rio

• Abandoned Lamy Spur (AT&SF/Santa FE Southern)



Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012

Other Abandoned Railways

Active RR Lines

New Mexico 
Central Railroad:
Standard Gauge

Active 1903-1926*
(Santa Fe – Kennedy Section

Abandoned in 1929)

*Operated as Santa Fe Central RR, 
1903-1908

Railyard Park Rail Trail

Acequia Trail

Rancho Viejo
“District Trail”

Trail to W. Railyard / 
Flagman Way

Trail to College Heights 
Cul de Sac

Proposed
Soft-Surface

NM Central Rail Trail: 
South through

Galisteo Basin Preserve)

Proposed Paved
NM Central Rail Trail: 

Rabbit Rd. to Eldorado

“KENNEDY”

Proposed Connection from Pueblos del 
Sol Trails to Piñon E.S., et el.

= 5 Built Sections
of multi-use trail

GALISTEO



Oshara
Village

Rancho

Viejo

Existing Paved
Rail Trail:
SF Southern Line 
to Downtown

Pueblos
del Sol Trails

(see Map K)

Rabbit Rd.
Bike Lanes
w/ soft-surface
pedestrian trail

“Primitive” Rail 
Trail

to Eldorado
(SF Southern)

Spur Trail 
(soft-surface)

Gap 1:
Rabbit Rd. to Burnt 

Water Rd.
(<0.5 mile)

Gap 3:
SFCC/Richards Ave.

NM Central Line to
Eldorado: 2.5 miles

Galisteo: 10 miles

Future Trail from Arroyo Hondo

Rancho Viejo Loop Trail

College Heights (Rancho 
Viejo Trails)

Rancho Viejo’s
“District Trail:”

Built along
NM Central RR Line

Kennedy RR Line
Trail as in SF County
CCD Plan (Priority 2)

Roundabouts

West Side of SFCC Loop has 
minimal motor vehicle 

conflicts

MPO Bikeways Mapping Project
Map Z: NM Central Line (SF County)

Pieces of a
Regional Bikeway 
Connecting Downtown 
to Community College 
District & beyond

Via NM Central and
SF Southern RR Lines

Key

existing paved multi-use paths

proposed multi-use path 
(priority 1)

existing on-road bike lane / 
shoulder

existing soft-surface side path

Long-term considerations 
include I-25 underpass 
and/or sidepaths along 
Richards Ave. and I-25

Bicycle Master Plan
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012

Richards Ave:
5’ Shoulders / Bike Lanes from City to Rancho Viejo

Gap 2:
Connect to
SFCC Loop

Connection
Built by SFCC, 2011

Desirable Connection:
SFCC to Spur Trail

Connection
Built by SFCC, 

2012



Thistle Lane

Approx. Alignment of Chili Line
Proposed Chili Line Bike and Hike Way

City sidewalk 

NM599 
“Equestrian” 
Underpass

Map E2: To La Tierra via NM599 Underpass and La Tierra Trails

City Open Space: 
Pedestrian Access

Background Map courtesy of DRAFT – LA TIERRA TRAILS MASTER PLAN

Old Earthwork /
Scenic Overlook

Bikeways
Mapping Project
Tim Rogers MCRP

January 2012



Other Opportunities to Preserve and 
Remember Santa Fe’s Abandoned Rail 

Lines
– NMCRR

• Acequia Trail / St. Francis Dr. Underpass
• Acequia Trail Bridges to Kathryn and Onate

– Chili Line
• La Tierra Trails “Dog Park Connection”
• Other City Open Space
• Public Roadways (e.g. Rio Grande Ave.)

– Bruns Army Hospital Line
• The Triangle
• Lafarge Library / SFUAD



Chili Line Railbed along Camino de las Crucitas,
Future Site of Trail Connecting Dog Park to La Tierra Trails 



Trails and Heritage

• Celebrate our history and culture through 
trails
– Historic Trails
– Abandoned Rail Lines
– Abandoned / Historic Roads
– Acequias and other Ditches
– Others: Be Creative



Santa Fe’s “Hi-Line” -
City Summer 
Campers walking 
along the historic 
Hydro-Power Ditch 
in Dale Ball Trails





Heritage and Trails

• Trails can be used to remember the past, but they 
are a resource that is too valuable for our health, 
economy, and environment to LIMIT to 
preservation, interpretation, or simply 
retracement
– Use Historic Alignments as a Rallying Point for Trails
– Maximize Access Points, Users / User Groups Served
– Maximize Utility for Recreation & Transportation
– Value / Work with Local Community’s Trail Needs









Courtesy of Scott Belonger,
Loris and Associates





Put a Trail on It!



Thank you!

Also thanks to…
• Keith Wilson, Santa Fe MPO
• Jim Gallegos, City of Santa Fe GIS Unit
• Fred Friedman, Railroad Historian, NMCRR Buff
• Shannon Murphy, RE-MIKE
• LaFarge Public Library
• Charlie O’Leary, Santa Fe Conservation Trust

Tim Rogers
Santa Fe Conservation Trust

tim@sfct.org

mailto:tim@sfct.org
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